
Island Grandmother Gathering  

May 9th, 2015, Nanaimo,  B.C. 

NOTES FROM DISUSSION GROUPS. 

Group 1 - 10th Anniversary - How should this be marked? 

There was a lively discussion around the marking of the Campaigns 10th Anniversary.  The following 

ideas were put  forward:  

1. There should be a really good party to celebrate, acknowledge the Grandmothers in Africa and 

Canada and to recognize the work done by all the Grandmothers.    

 celebration, acknowledgment and recognition are all important 

 increase awareness of the campaign across Canada  

 celebrate the long term commitment of the Canadian grandmothers 

 

2. Big media campaign with specific information about the work of the Grandmothers in Africa and 

Canada 

 What is the money achieving, what is its impact on the Grandmothers and their families 

 What is different about SLF - not a charity in the typical sense.    Focus on what SLF does 

that is different from other charities.  Response to need, extending projects where 

needs are identified 

 Individual groups need to engage their local media 

 

3. Tell the Grandmothers to Grandmothers  story. 

 Talk about social justice issues 

 Goal to increase membership in the Grandmothers groups.  The groups give the 

Canadian Grandmothers a community which stretches across the country (and across 

the oceans).   

 

4. Get the Grandmothers singing at events. 

 One song, one voice 

 We need a song in common 

 Learn from the spirit of the African Grandmothers 

  

5. Showcase African women through a short documentary film that focuses on one of the projects 

in Africa.  

 Focus on African women 

 Extend Ask Her across the country 

 Wider circulation of the Tribunal Film 

 

6. Refresh, re-energize and re-focus 



 Tell an in-depth story of one Grandmother at each meeting/event 

 Develop strategies to get new members - how do we attract younger people 

 

7. Use Grandparents day in September, along with the cycle tour to promote, celebrate etc.  

 Focus island events around the cycle tour in September 

 

8. Event for Grandparents and their grandchildren 

 Family event - picnic, BBQ 

 Market place  

 Co-ordinate the day but not the events across Canada - we all celebrate on the same 

day in a way that works best for our particular communities. 

 

Group 2 - Tribunal Film 

Very animated discussion around the table and interesting ideas. Unanimous agreement that the Film is 

powerful and deserves showing to a wider audience. 

1. How can we make a showing on TV channels possible? Nobody actually had an answer to that. 

2. VIU Elder College, Paxie will attempt to promote this idea further. Elder College reaches a large 

older audience. 

3. UVic and Mid Island College, as well as Comosun College, African studies section are other 

venues suggested. 

4. Churches in all communities may be interested and should be approached. 

5. Victoria Eric Martin Shows was suggested 

6. The Comox/Courtenay International Global Film Festival has a copy for inclusion in their 

showings. 

7. The online magazine Island Woman was mentioned as a place for free advertising 

8. Invitations to Lions Clubs and Rotary clubs need to be considered, as well as book clubs and 

newcomers women’s groups. 

9. Parksville has a film series that might be interested. 

We talked about possibly producing a letter to introduce the film that all groups can share, programs 

etc. as well as the desirability to get the Film into High Schools and work on establishing contacts with 

schoolboards and teachers, retired Grandmother Teachers being the ideal people to direct how this 

might be accomplished. 

Paxie mentioned that a projector, owned by her company, is available for use to show the film from 

laptop computer and CD disc. At least 1 Grandmother should always be at any showing to be able to 

answer questions, and bring the donations jar, as well as envelopes for people to sign up for monthly 

donations. Even very small ones add up! 

 



Group 3 - Discussion of the Use of Social Media 

The groups represented at our table were PAGO/Port Alberni (5 people), Victoria Grandmothers (2 

people), St. Andrews/Sidney (1 person), and Glacier Grannies/Comox (1 person).  It would have been 

good to have a rep from each group, especially NanGo's and Oceanside as they both have websites. 

Who is doing what at the moment? 

Most people seem to use e-mail as their main method of communication, although one group reported 

that they continue to have as many as 20 names on their roster with phone numbers only.  Reason: our 

membership not as technologically proficient as subsequent generations. 

 Victoria Grandmothers have both a website and a Facebook page.  Glacier Grannies have a 

website.Christine reported on the Victoria situation.  They have a young woman who is their 

webmaster and currently resides in Vancouver.  An ad hoc committee was formed to look at 

how the website should be maintained and in consultation with Melissa came up with a 

workable solution.  Christine (Coordinator of the Victoria group) receives all information and 

creates the posts based on the format that Melissa has identified.  Posts are sent to Melissa in 

“finished copy” only rather than submitting updates/corrections in piecemeal fashion.  

Facebook is easier to manage and posts are submitted directly to the Victoria grandmother 

volunteer in charge of that area of social media.  Issues include timely posting of information 

and finding volunteers technologically proficient enough to maintain social media outlets in a 

professional manner. 

 Kate reported that the Glacier Grannies situation is much the same, although they do not yet 

have a Facebook page.  Their website was originally created by a paid professional and is now 

managed by a GG volunteer who works in the technology field, with help from two other GG's 

who she has instructed on how to post information on the Events Page and the Crafts Page.  

Glacier Grannies have the same issues in keeping the website up-to-date in a professional 

manner. 

What interest do groups have in increasing communication via social media? 

 PAGO felt that it is difficult to find people with the comfort level necessary to take on this 

responsibility.  Zana would access a Facebook page but felt that a website would not be used 

enough beyond (and perhaps even within) their membership. 

 Both Kate and Christine felt that both their memberships and the general public were using their 

websites and in Victoria's case, the Facebook page, enough to justify their existence. 

 It doesn't sound like St. Andrews/Sidney has a need to introduce social media at this time. 

What interest do groups have in exploring the idea of being able to post on the SLF website? 

There were lots of questions as to what this might look like?  How reliable would it be?  Will it entail 

each group finding someone to create the posts?  All unanswerable at this point in time as we do not 

have a lot of information as to how SLF might set this up.  However, everyone felt that it would be better 



to be able to piggyback off SLF's website and/or Facebook page rather than each group having their 

own.  Zana of PAGO wonders who really accesses it ... she felt that she would use it, but not sure the 

community would. Christine felt that it is a good place to send family and friends for information about 

what we do.  Kate felt that both the membership and the community are using the Glacier Grannies 

website in ever-increasing numbers.  However, it could be an easy transition to send them to the SLF 

website instead, provided the local information was easy to find.  Ruth was concerned that it could still 

be difficult to find a grandmother volunteer to manage it. 

A good conversation for finding out what different groups are currently doing.  We all have the same 

problems:  keeping information current and having the technological expertise within our groups to 

maintain social media outlets.  Everyone wanted to hear more about what SLF might have in mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


